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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 1/31/05 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-32 . 

3. 03 The drawings filed on 12/20/00 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-32 are allowed. 

The prior art fails to disclose or teach 

"a first display level constructed with the aid of decoded metadata, said first display level 
comprising a first metaphor representing the span of time over which picture stored in said 
database were captured, and a plurality of first icons placed on said first metaphor representing 
predefined temporal intervals, said first icons being proportionately sized to correspond to the 
number of pictures captured during a predefined temporal interval; and " in combination with the 
other claim limitations. 
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' Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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